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"In this Caldecott Medal winner, Mosquito tells a story that causes a jungle disaster. "Elegance has

become the Dillons' hallmark. . . . Matching the art is Aardema's uniquely onomatopoeic text . . . An

impressive showpiece."-Booklist, starred review.Winner of Caldecott MedalÂ in 1976 and the

Brooklyn Art Books for Children Award in 1977.
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The book was the Caldecott Medal winner in 1976 for the best illustrated children's book of that

year. The book is a retold version of a West African folk tale which will charm anyone who hears

it.This book is not only good for parents to read to their children, it is also appropriate for use in the

classroom for K - 2nd grade. The book subtly explores the unseen hand of causation to expand

children's horizons about the effects of what they do. In so doing, it raises a number of interesting

issues that you can discuss together.The story is organized as follows. A mosquito sets off a string

of causation. At the end of the causation, there is an investigation which gradually unveils the

causation. Realizing the causation solves the problem, and has an unintended consequence.The

book's overall point is that we all need to be better listeners. Since poor communication and

listening are the most important causes of problems, this story can be the foundation to focus a child



on improving in both of those areas."The mosquito siad, 'I saw a farmer digging yams that were

almost as big as I am.'""I would rather be deaf than listen to such nonsense!" was the Iguana's

reaction. So he put 2 sticks into his ears to block out the sound of the mosquito. (Hardly a good role

model for listening.) Because Iguana could not hear, he ignored Python's greeting. Frightened by

this, Python dived down the nearest rabbit hole. Doing this caused the rabbit to scurry away. Crow

spotted the rabbit running, and raised the alarm that danger was near. Monkey heard the cry and

leapt through the trees. One of the branches broke, and Monkey fell into Owl's nest killing an owlet.

When Mother Owl returned, she was so heart broken she could not hoot to awaken the sun.
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